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in pursuance of section [sixteen-seventeen] of this Act, he shall for
every such default forfeit, besides the value of such copy of such book
or edition which he ought to have delivered, a sum not exceeding five
pounds to be recovered by the librarian or other officer (properly
authorized) of the said library in a summary way on conviction before
two justices of the peace for the district where the publisher making
default shall reside or have his place of business, or by action or other
suitable proceeding at the suit of such librarian or other officer in any
court of competent jurisdiction in Victoria; and if the plaintiff shall
obtain a verdict he shall recover his costs reasonably incurred, to be
taxed as between attorney and client.
The Federal Copyright Act of 19051 did not provide for the
right of state libraries to receive free copies of books published in
their respective states. In 1906, however, the Trustees of the
Public Library of Victoria were informed by the Prime Minister
that the Federal Copyright Act had been amended in such a way
as to reserve the right of the Public Library to receive from the
publishers a free copy of every book published in Victoria, and in
the Federal Copyright Act of 19122 that provision was inserted.
The latest revision of the Acts of Victoria, 1928, states in a
prefatory note that "the early Victorian Acts relating to copy-
right, patents, and trade marks have, for the time being, been left
unrepealed, though they are now of little importance."
In view of this fact, although the Copyright Acts themselves
have been superseded by the Commonwealth copyright legisla-
tion, the provisions relating to delivery in the Copyright Act of
1890 have not actually been repealed, but instead have been re-
enacted in the last revision of the Libraries Act.3 This Act, known
as the "Victorian Libraries Act, 1928" includes the following
provisions:
7. A printed copy of the whole of every book which is first published
in Victoria, together with all maps prints or other engravings belong-
ing thereto finished and coloured in the same manner as the best
copies of the same are published and also of any second or subsequent
edition which is so published with any additions or alterations whether
the same are in letterpress or in the maps prints or other engravings
belonging thereto, and whether the first edition of such book was pub-
lished before or after the passing of this Act, and also of any second or
1  See post, p, 168.
2  Bee post, p. 168.
3  In addition to the Copyright Acts of 1869 and 1890 Libraries Acts were
also passed in 1869,1890, and 1915,tbut these Acts contained no provisions
whatever relating to delivery of copies.